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QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

9th JANUARY 2020 AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL 

Present: Cllr Michael Scott (Chairman), Cllr John Dooley, Cllr Janet Sallis, Cllr Anne Willis, 
Cllr Michael Sayer, Cllr Don Downes, Cllr Mitchell Watkins and Cllr Ray Theodoulou (part).

In attendance: Penny Ibbotson (Clerk), Bob Passmore (part)

1. Apologies for absence: All present

2. Bob Passmore – Report on Decreasing Speed Event: Bob is the Quenington 
Speedwatch Co-ordinator and was asked to attend the GRCC Decreasing Speed event on 
14th November 2019 on behalf of QPC as it clashed with a council meeting. The event was 
well organised and well attended with a strong police presence; the Police Commissioner is 
keen to promote the Safe and Social Driving Campaign and decreasing speed is the top 
priority. There is an established team of 110 volunteer officers dedicated to speed 
enforcement.

The Head of the Criminal Justice Unit is setting up key speed reduction locations in 100 
communities in Gloucestershire, Bob has sent Quenington data gathered by the local 
Speedwatch team with a request that Quenington is one of these 100 locations. 

Highways infrastructure is not a possibility due to lack of funds, therefore three speed 
reduction possibilities were discussed:

Village Welcome Gates: The gates emphasise the transition to a built up area and from 
general observation appear to have some success in reducing speeds. Bob presented 
photos a few ideas for Quenington Gateways. 

Permanent Vehicle Activated Signs: These are signs that flash up the speed of travel, 
often with a sad or smily face and do encourage the more responsible driver to slow down.

Automated Speedwatch Systems: These systems record the vehicle number plate, time 
and date providing the police with information in which to contact the owner of the vehicle. 
These systems seem to be the most effective way of reducing speeds.

There are different automated speedwatch systems available for example:

Safe-Speed – this unit is linked to the mains and works 24 hours a day, it is able to send 
data direct to the police and create automated letters to send out to the vehicle owner. The 
cost is approx £5,000 per unit with a £100 licence fee. It is being used locally in 
Rodborough.

Auto SpeedWatch – this unit has been developed as a more cost effective solution. It is 
solar powered so only works in daylight hours and may sometimes not have enough power 
due to weather conditions; data is automatically uploaded to a database but then has to be 
dealt with by an administrator. It is being used locally at Frocester, first without warning 
signs and then with signs to assess the impact of having additional signage. The current 
cost is approx £300 per unit with an £89 licence fee (Post meeting note: the cost will rise to 
£500 per unit from 1st Feb).



021 19/20

It was pointed out that there must be police support for any of the solutions to be effective

Thanks were given to Bob for a very informative and useful presentation.

Bob Passmore left the meeting.

3. Open discussion: No items raised.

4. Declaration of Interest on Items on the agenda: No items were declared.

5. To receive report from County & District Cllr Ray Theodoulou: 
Both the District and County Council are in the process of consulting on their draft budgets. 
GCC has increased the budget from £420 million to £440 million but the cost of looking after 
Children in Care is still an issue and a huge cost to the County. The consultation period 
ends on 17th January.
CDC is currently free of debt but is planning to borrow extensively in this new budget and 
Cllr Theodoulou recommended a close look at the draft proposals. The consultation period 
ends on 26th January.

Cllr Theodoulou left the meeting

6. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting dated 12th November 2019 were agreed to be a 
true and accurate record of the proceeding and were duly signed by the Chairman.

7. Planning: 
7.1To consider the following applications: 
19/04377/FUL Erection of replacement dwelling at Orchard, Honeycombe Leaze: 
NO OBJECTION but check how the sewage is to be dealt with as stated as unknown in the 
application.
7.2 To receive the January 2020 Planning Report: The report was reviewed.

8. Clerk’s Report
 All the unstable memorials that QPC agreed to get repaired have now been fixed. 

There are still a few outstanding memorials that relatives have agreed to get 
mended, these are not of immediate concern so an annual check will be carried out 
on these to monitor (November 2020). A full stability check on all memorials is next 
due in November 2023.

 With the exception of reserved burial spaces, there are just 2 full burial plots left in 
the current cemetery; there are plenty of cremation plots left. A name for the 
extension area was discussed at the meeting and it was agreed to call it the 
Quenington New Cemetery.

 The tree infected with honey fungus is to be felled on 16th January and nearby 
residents have been informed. A replacement tree is to be planted but it is best to 
wait until Autumn 2020 to do this and it will need to be resistant to honey fungus.

 A volunteer has come forward to keep an eye on the books in the phone box and 
keep the area tidy. This is much appreciated.

 Following the theft of a bench on the Green a photo record of the remaining benches 
has been made, noting who each bench is in memory of.



022 19/20

 Steve Gregory, Cotswold Voluntary Warden has been busy since the last meeting 
and been in contact with various landowners regarding improvements to local public 
footpaths.

 The yew hedge at the bottom of Church Road has been trimmed recently.

9. Finance: 
9.1To review and accept the January 2020 accounts: The accounts were accepted.
9.2 To agree budget for 2020/2021: The draft budget was reviewed. Speed reduction was 

discussed and it was agreed that there was not enough volume of traffic in Quenington 
to justify the £5,000 safe-speed cameras but that the automated speedwatch cameras 
at £300 were worth investigating; it was agreed to allocate money towards speed 
reduction issues in the budget. 

Photos of the proposed sheep sculpture were reviewed and the council were very 
pleased with the design, the group of three sheep was preferred providing the legs of 
the standing sheep were redesigned. The whole sculpture must be very securely fixed 
into the ground. There is a £1,000 donation from Fresh Air 2019 towards this project and 
if further funds are needed, there is surplus left over from the 18/19 budget so there isn’t 
a need to allocate money in the 20/21 budget. Mike Scott will go back to the blacksmith 
with feedback and get a cost estimate.

Money needs to be allocated to the playground equipment budget; it was not sure 
whether the Quenington Bulldogs were still financing the replacement goal posts – this 
is to be checked.

There will need to be minor adjustments to the draft budget and Jan and the Clerk will 
look at this on 16th January and report back.

9.3To agree precept for 2020/2021: It was agreed that the precept should remain at 
£19,000.

9.4  To agree internal auditor for 2019/2020 accounts: It was agreed to appoint GAPTC 
to carry out the internal audit at a cost of £165. Although more expensive than the 
previous auditor, the audit last year carried out by GAPTC was very thorough and 
helpful.

10. Damage to the Green: The van parking at the top of the Green is causing a lot of 
damage to the grass as he drives over it; a letter is to be written to the van owner to ask 
that he parks elsewhere to prevent any further damage. There is only space for 2 vehicles 
in the informal parking area at the top of the Green. (Post meeting note: the resident has 
moved away from Quenington)

11. New benches: The replacement bench has not yet been ordered as there has been an 
offer of a resident purchasing one for the cemetery –Mike Scott will check on this. The 
picnic bench near the bin in the playground is looking worn and has some damage so it 
could be worth replacing that one at the same time.

12. Data Protection: The ICO has issued to information sheets specifically for Parish 
Councils: ‘Data sharing in local councils’ and ‘The use of personal email addresses and 
devices’. The two documents had been circulated to all Councillors in advance of the 
meeting.



13. To agree the date of the Spring Clean 2020: It was agreed to hold the annual Spring 
Clean on Saturday 21st March. 

14. Open discussion: 
 The original Old Contemptibles plaque was brought to the village hall office for safe 

keeping.
 The Car Boot Sale dates were agreed as: 26th April, 17th May, 14th June, 12th July, 

9th August, 6th September and 4th October.
 There has been a request to use the Green for parking on 30th May for a wedding in 

the village, with 10-15 cars parking overnight. The request was approved.
 Concern has been raised by residents about regular noise disturbance from dogs 

barking at Netherton Lodge and there was a report of one dog getting out and trying 
to attack another dog. Issues with dogs are dealt with by Cotswold District Council 
rather than the Parish Council so the person concerned will need to contact them for 
advice. It is understood that the owners of Netherton Lodge were approached after 
their dog escaped and were asked to make the garden more secure, hopefully this 
problem will not happen again but any issues with dangerous dogs should be 
reported to the police.

 The drain outside Knight’s Gate is blocked – this will be reported to Highways.
 Mitch advised of a meeting he attended in Fairford recently to discuss the possibility 

of setting up a One Stop Shop for all charities and services in the local area; the aim 
is to reduce admissions to doctor’s surgeries, the scheme has proved to be 
beneficial in Frome. The project is in the early stages at the moment.

14. Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 12th March 2020

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.10pm.  

_____________________Chairman _____________________Date



ACTIONS: 
The following actions were identified in the meeting. These do not form part of the 
minutes of the meeting and are only included here as a reminder of actions arising in the 
meeting. Related sub-sections from the meeting minutes, the action and the responsible 
councillor(s) are shown below:

Sub-section Action Responsibility
9.2 Feedback comments re sheep 

sculpture and ask for cost estimate
Meet to review budget

MScott

JS and PI
9.4 Appoint GAPTC as internal auditor PI
11.0 Check on whether resident still 

wants to donate a memorial bench to 
cemetery

MScott

13.0 Advertise date of Spring Clean PI
14.0 Report blocked drain to Highways PI


