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QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

11th JULY 2019 AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL 

Present: Cllr Michael Scott (Chairman), Cllr Michael Sayer, Cllr Anne Willis, Cllr Mitchell 
Watkins, Cllr Ray Theodoulou (part)

In attendance: Penny Ibbotson (Clerk)

1. Apologies for absence: Cllr Don Downes, Cllr John Dooley, Cllr Janet Sallis.

2. Open discussion: No items were raised.

3. Declaration of Interest on Items on the agenda: None declared.

4. To receive report from County & District Cllr Ray Theodoulou: Deferred until after 
item 5.

5. Minutes: The minutes dated 9th May 2019 were amended in item 8.4 as follows: 
Following Rev Partington’s request at the last meeting it was agreed that £600 per year 
would be allocated to cover 50% of the grass cutting costs at St Swithin’s Churchyard; 
payment will start from this year. The current grass cutter should be kept on as he does a 
good job.
Following this amendment, it was resolved to sign the minutes as a true and accurate 
record of the proceedings. The minutes of the meeting dated 13th June 2019 were agreed to 
be a true and accurate record of the proceedings. Both minutes were duly signed by the 
Chairman.

4. To receive report from County & District Cllr Ray Theodoulou: 
District Council: There have been 2 meetings under the new Lib Dem administration, the 
first was a private meeting and the second discussed finances. Cllr Theodoulou requested 
funding to support the Fairford Leisure Centre, which is scheduled to close at the end of 
August; there was a meeting regarding this closure in Fairford tonight as a group of 
residents are investigating options on keeping this facility open. There had been a grant 
from CDC to help with running costs but this has finished and the management company 
(run by Farmor’s School) has gone bust. Outsourcing the management is a possible option; 
the centre has 180 members so has the possibility of being a viable business.
County Council: Cllr Theodoulou has had two meetings as Chairman of the Council, 
policies are being reviewed to reduce the carbon footprint of Council activities. The cost of 
care of the young and elderly is still the main issue at County level. Some patching has 
been carried out along Cirencester Road but there are still pot holes along the edges that 
need attention. The new incinerator should be fully operational by September.

6. Planning: 
6.1To consider the following applications: None received.
6.2 To receive the July 2019 Planning Report: The report was reviewed.
R Theodoulou left the meeting

7. Clerks Report: 
 The Bromford Neighbourhood Coach had been invited to explain his role in the 

community but was unable to attend, he will try to come to another meeting.
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 The fencing around the cemetery wall is still outstanding, it hoped that this will be 
carried out soon. 

 The playground fence has been repaired and the basketball boards are due to be 
replaced in July. The annual playground inspection took place on 1st July.

 The external audit information has been sent to the auditors and the accounts are 
open for public inspection until 2nd August.

 The Xylem Managing Director has acknowledged receipt of the email sent following 
concerns raised by residents at the June meeting and will be in touch again shortly.

 The Cemetery working group met and reconsidered the layout; it was decided to 
allow a 1m path around the inside of the wall boundary to protect the wall and allow 
access. It was thought that with this in place, the full burials could start against the 
eastern wall and the cremation plots start on the boundary of the water pipe corridor. 
All headstones can then face east. There are only 2or 3 full burial plots left in the 
existing cemetery so it will not be long until the first burial will need to take place in 
the new cemetery. The rules and fees were reviewed and are on the agenda for 
approval.

 Mitch and myself reviewed the unstable memorials and checked to see which had 
been repaired: 3 have been made safe, relatives have been in contact regarding 3 
memorials and it is hoped that work will be carried out soon on these. There are 8 
memorials that we have not been able to locate relatives for and a decision needs to 
be made about these. Item to be added to September agenda.

 Free resident Defibrillator/First Aid training has been arranged for Saturday 5th 
October from 9.30-11.00 am at the Village Hall.

 ECT has put up signage on one of the pillars at the entrance to Snake drive to 
advise of no unauthorised vehicles beyond this point. Highways has advised that 
Snake Drive is private land so it is not under their responsibility; it was agreed to 
locate a ‘no through road’ sign near the notice board on the green.

 The village green is registered Common Land, so even though the landowner has 
given consent to create a small parking area at the top of the green, a formal 
application needs to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate. 

 The grass cutting contract finishes at the end of this year so 3 quotes will need to be 
sought in the near future.

8. Finance: 
8.1 To review and accept the July 2019 accounts: The accounts were approved. There 
is £1,785 in the Youth Club fund, this was left after the closure of Quenington Youth Club 
and was earmarked in case a new club was formed. As it has been at least 5 years since 
the Club closed, it was agreed that this money should be reallocated to the playground fund 
as young people would still benefit from the money.
It was also agreed to transfer the 18/19 cemetery income to the cemetery wall fund to build 
up reserves for any repairs to the original cemetery wall.

9. Footpath Leaflet: There were a few minor amendments to the leaflet including adding 
logos for The Ernest Cook Trust and Caring for the Cotswolds and the draft was approved 
for printing. The Council was very happy with the look and professional appearance of the 
leaflet. It was decided to use 200gsm uncoated recycled paper and order 1000 copies. 
Fairford is doing a similar project and a member of Fairford Community Voice has been in 
touch to discuss further.
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10. Cemetery Extension: The cemetery working group had produced draft regulations for 
review, various amendments were discussed and agreed and a final draft will be circulated. 
A local farmer is able to use GPS to create a map of the cemetery extension area.

11. Parish Plan: There had been no feedback from residents following the circulation of the 
draft Parish Plan and one minor amendment was suggested by a Councillor. It was agreed 
that following this amendment, the Parish Plan 20-2025 would be accepted. It will be made 
available on the website and hard copies available on request. The Plan will be considered 
when the 20/21 budget setting process takes place.

12. Review of the Annual Playground Inspection: There had not been time to read the 
report in depth so it will be reviewed at the September meeting but it was noted that all 
items raised were either low or very low risk level. The bird barrier still needs to be fixed 
onto the swings, when this is done it was suggested that there is a working party to clean 
the equipment.

13. Gateways: As a result of concerns raised at the annual village meeting, the possibility 
of installing gateway features at the entrances to Quenington was revisited. The cost of a 
gateway on either side of the road was £2700 in 2015; the Council was not convinced that 
gateways have a long term positive impact on reducing speeds to warrant such an 
expense. There would also be long term maintenance commitments. The Quenington 
Bulldogs have offered funds towards speed reduction but the main input needed is man 
power to carry out speed checks on the roadside as this seems to be the most effective 
way of reducing speeds. There are two ‘smily sid’ devices available for use in Quenington, 
which was considered adequate as they can only be used in the same place for 2 weeks in 
every 6 weeks.

14. The Green: A detailed design of the suggested car park is needed before an 
application can be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate – a requirement due to the land 
being Common Land. The main need for a formal car park is to stop encroachment of cars 
further onto the Green, it was suggested that an alternative could be to put posts up around 
the existing informal parking area. 
The two cherry trees on the green do not look healthy and professional advice is needed on 
their future. They were last inspected in 2015 and were found to be healthy but have 
deteriorated significantly since then; it was agreed to appoint an arborist to inspect the trees 
at a cost of £40 per tree.

15. Training: There are training courses coming up that Mitch would like to attend and it 
was agreed that this would be beneficial: Being a Better Councillor, Lechlade (cost approx 
£90.00) and Cemetery Management, Wantage (cost £135.00). CDC is going to be running 
a Planning training course in the autumn and would like to know expressions of interest, 2 
Councillors would be interested in attending.

16. Open Discussion: 
 A request to use the playground for 4 sessions of family fitness training over the 

summer has been received. The Council was happy for this to go ahead as a one off 
event. If there was to be a regular weekly class, a small donation to maintenance of 
the playground area would be appreciated.
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 On a similar note, there have been reports of regular fitness classes taking place on 
the Green with equipment involved. The Parish Council was not aware of this and 
would try to find out more information.

 Three blue barrels have been sourced and will be cut in half to store grit at the side 
of the road on Rag Hill and Fowler’s Hill.

14. Date of Next Parish Council Meeting. Thursday 12th September 2019.

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.45pm.  

_____________________Chairman _____________________Date



ACTIONS: 
The following actions were identified in the meeting. These do not form part of the 
minutes of the meeting and are only included here as a reminder of actions arising in the 
meeting. Related sub-sections from the meeting minutes, the action and the responsible 
councillor(s) are shown below:

Sub-section Action Responsibility
7.0 Seek quotes for grass cutting PI
9.0 Arrange printing of leaflet PI
11.0 Put Parish Plan on website PI
12.0 Review playground inspection report All
13.0 Cut blue barrels in half and site on 

roadside
MScott


