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QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
14th NOVEMBER 2019 AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL 

Present: Cllr Michael Scott (Chairman), Cllr John Dooley, Cllr Janet Sallis, Cllr Anne Willis, 
Cllr Michael Sayer and Cllr Ray Theodoulou.

In attendance: Penny Ibbotson (Clerk)

1. Apologies for absence: Cllr Don Downes, Cllr Mitchell Watkins

2. Steve Gregory, Cotswold Voluntary Warden: Steve Gregory is a voluntary warden for 
the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and has taken over the 
monitoring of public rights of way in the Quenington parish. He is willing to help with the 
action in the Quenington Parish Plan to monitor public rights of way and report any 
problems that are found; his aim is to walk all rights of way approx 2-4 times per year. The 
voluntary wardens are willing to help with repairs and the AONB has subsidies available to 
landowners towards costs.
Steve will prepare detailed reports for each footpath and send these to QPC and QPC will 
be able to advise him of landowners where necessary.
The problems of dog walkers straying onto farmland was raised, particularly around 
Donkeywell Farm – Steve will go out and look at this area and report back.

The Cotswolds AONB has 10,000 trees available to replace any trees contaminated with 
Dutch Elm disease or Ash Dieback so if there are any in Quenington then let Steve know.

3. Open discussion: When is the mast likely to be erected? The clerk advised that the 
company’s aim is to have the mast erected in Spring 2020 but there is a lot of legal 
paperwork to arrange beforehand.

4. Declaration of Interest on Items on the agenda: No items were declared.

5. To receive report from County & District Cllr Ray Theodoulou: 
County Council: The childcare budget is severely overspent and funding from the county 
reserves will need to be transferred to cover these costs.
There are ongoing consultations about two large developments near junction 10 of M5, one 
for housing and one for a cyberpark. The Air Balloon diversion is also still under 
consultation.
District Council: Tetbury has seen the closure of its local gym, similar to Fairford. There is 
a reluctance by CDC to put funds into re-opening the Fairford gym but there is going to be a 
review of the leisure facilities in the District carried out by Easter. In the meantime a lot of 
local people are missing out on having access to exercise facilities.
Cllr Theodoulou has asked the Highways Manager to investigate the road flooding by The 
Grandage, the Highways Manager has been out to look but the road was not flooded at the 
time, it is thought that the amount of flooding is associated with nearby sluice gates.

6. Minutes: It was agreed to bring the Planning item forward on the agenda

7. Planning: 
Cllr Theodoulou was advised of the QPC objection to application 19/03443/FUL Detached 
ancillary accommodation at 35 The Green, Quenington due to concerns about potential 
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damage to the adjacent walnut tree. There was also concern about the limited parking in 
the area for such a development.

7.1To consider the following applications: 
19/04038/FUL Proposed single storey extension at 37 The Green, Quenington: NO 
OBJECTION
19/04062/TCONR Work to lime and horse chestnut at The Long House, Victoria Rd, 
Quenington: NO OBJECTION
19/04085/FUL Drop height of yew by 5m at The Old Rectory, Church Road, 
Quenington: NO OBJECTION

7.2 To receive the November 2019 Planning Report: The report was reviewed.

6. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting dated 12th September 2019 were agreed to be a 
true and accurate record of the proceeding and were duly signed by the Chairman.

8. Clerk’s Report
 The fencing around the cemetery wall has been completed.
 A ‘No Through Road’ sign has been erected at the entrance to Snake Drive; a 

nearby resident has thanked the Parish Council for erecting the sign and has 
reported that this has been very helpful in deterring traffic trying to use Snake Drive.

 The defibrillator training on 6th October was attended by approx 10 people and there 
were representatives from Quenington, Coln and Hatherop. Mitchell Watkins has 
joined the Village Emergency Telephone system to replace Sonia Brockett who has 
stood down.

 The GRCC decreasing speed event is on today and a member of the Community 
Speedwatch team is attending on behalf of the Parish Council due to the clash with 
the QPC meeting. He will send a report back to QPC and the next course of action 
can then be agreed.

 I attended a very useful Memorial Management course on 25th October and have 
circulated a report. Mitch attended a Cemetery Management course on 5th 
November and will also report back in due course.

 A poppy wreath was placed on the war memorial on 10th November and also 
memorial crosses on the three war graves. The original ‘Old Contemptibles’ plaque 
was given to a contractor a few years ago to be mounted and hasn’t been returned – 
this needs looking into.

 Quotes for minor repairs to the playground but will be actioned soon.

9. Finance: 
9.1To review and accept the half year accounts: The spend to the end of September 

was reviewed, approx half of the precept has been used to date and most items are 
likely to be within budget. Any overtime the Clerk does will go over budget as the pay 
rise wasn’t taken into account when setting the budget; there are sufficient unallocated 
funds in the account to cover this.

9.2To review and accept the November 2019 accounts: The accounts were accepted.
9.3To review quote for grass cutting: The existing grass cutting contractor has quoted a 

2% increase on fees per year for the next 3 years. It was agreed that this was a fair 
price and as the workmanship has been excellent and they are a local company, there is 



not a need to go out to tender for the next contract. There will be a formal tender in 3 
years’ time. 
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9.4To review report on cherry trees on the Green and consider quote for work: The 
arborist report advises that one of the cherry trees is dying due to honey fungus and 
needs to be felled, cost £280. The second tree is under stress but is ok to keep for the 
moment with one branch over the footpath cut back, cost £30. It was agreed to go 
ahead with this work and ask for advice on how long to wait to plant a replacement tree 
and what would be suitable.

9.5To review and approve amended Financial Regulations: NALC has sent through 
revised Financial Regulations, which were circulated with the agenda; it was agreed to 
accept the revised Regulations.

10. Cemetery – Unstable Memorials: The stone mason should be fixing the memorials 
agreed at the previous meeting in the near future. There are two other memorials (Jack 
Whittaker & Henry Smith) that no relatives can be found and it was agreed that QPC would 
pay for these as the cost was not too expensive (£50 each), they are over 45 years old and 
it would be more aesthetic than laying them down to make them safe.
The stone mason has found another memorial (Robert Jeffries) that is loose and due to its 
size needs fixing asap. He has been asked to brace the memorial while an attempt is made 
to locate relatives.

11. To agree action regarding missing bench on The Green: The plastic bench near the 
notice board disappeared a few weeks ago, it is assumed that it has been stolen. The 
Council is not sure whether it was a memorial bench or not. The cost to replace will be 
approx £300 including delivery, it was agreed to order one but check first if any other 
benches are needed as some in the playground are quite old and there had been the 
suggestion of a memorial bench in the cemetery extension.

12. Training: Mitch had expressed an interest in attending two GAPTC training courses – 
Dispute Resolution and Charitable Trusts; there is limited money left in the 19/20 training 
budget and as these courses were not particularly relevant to QPC it was agreed not book 
onto them for this year.

13. Open discussion: 
 Mike Scott still needs to talk to the blacksmith re a sculpture for the Green. 
 There was a call asking for permission to park 4 cars on the Green, this was refused 

as the ground is very wet and there would be space to park 4 cars on the street.
 The playground bin is being emptied again after a complaint was made to CDC.
 The yew hedge at the bottom of Church Road is overhanging the road – Highways 

will be contacted to ask the owner to cut this back.

14. Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 9th January 2020

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.05pm.  



_____________________Chairman _____________________Date

ACTIONS: 
The following actions were identified in the meeting. These do not form part of the 
minutes of the meeting and are only included here as a reminder of actions arising in the 
meeting. Related sub-sections from the meeting minutes, the action and the responsible 
councillor(s) are shown below:

Sub-section Action Responsibility
2.0 Check for any ash die-back in the 

parish
All

8.0 Locate original Old Contemptibles 
plaque

MScott

9.3 Prepare 2020-2022 grass cutting 
contract

PI

9.4 Arrange for dead tree on Green to be 
felled.

PI

11.0 Order replacement plastic bench and 
check if any others are needed.

PI
MScott

13.0 Contact local blacksmith re sculpture
Contact Highways re overgrown 
hedge

MScott
PI


