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QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
12th SEPTEMBER 2019 AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL 

Present: Cllr Michael Scott (Chairman), Cllr John Dooley, Cllr Janet Sallis, Cllr Anne Willis, 
Cllr Mitchell Watkins.

In attendance: Penny Ibbotson (Clerk)

1. Apologies for absence: Cllr Don Downes, Cllr Michael Sayer and Cllr Ray Theodoulou.

2. Presentation regarding ‘People For You’ by Sue Black: People For You is a volunteer 
befriending service that has been running for 11 years. Local volunteers visit members of 
the community that are suffering from loneliness; it is a very successful service but there is 
still a need for more volunteers and to identify people that would benefit from being visited. 
Being visited by a volunteer has proven to reduce GP visits. All volunteers are police 
checked, provide references and receive training; the number of visits per week depends 
on individual arrangements and there is also the option of telephone befriending. The 
service has been run through GRCC but is now being set up as a separate charity, the 
Fairford Hospital League of Friends has agreed to fund the first year and will then match 
fund any money raised by the new Charity. It was agreed that People For You should be 
advertised in CHEQS.

3. Open discussion: No items were raised.

4. Declaration of Interest on Items on the agenda: Mike Scott declared a personal 
interest in item 7.1 (Application 19/02852/TELEC)

5. To receive report from County & District Cllr Ray Theodoulou: Cllr Theodoulou was 
unable to attend the meeting.

6. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting dated 11th July 2019 were agreed to be a true and 
accurate record of the proceeding and were duly signed by the Chairman.

7. Planning: 
7.1To consider the following applications: 
19/02852/TELEC Installation of a 17.5m height monopole structure supporting 3 
antennas and 1 microwave dish with adjacent radio equipment cabinet and a meter 
cabinet and ancillary development at Donkeywell Farm Poulton Road Quenington, 
GL7 5DH: 20 residents have contacted the Parish Council in favour of this application and 
2 residents have contacted the Parish Council against the proposal. It was agreed to 
SUPPORT the application (4 in favour, 1 abstained) as it is important to improve the 
communications service in Quenington.
19/03391/TCONR Cut back overhanging branches on land adjacent to Church of St 
Swithin, Church Road, Quenington. NO OBJECTIONS
19/03368/TCONR various tree maintenance work at Beech House, Victoria Road, 
Quenington, GL7 5BW: NO OBJECTIONS
7.2 To receive the September 2019 Planning Report: The report was reviewed.
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8. Clerk’s Report
 The fencing around the cemetery wall has been started with the posts being erected, 

the wire needs to be attached.
 The basketball boards were replaced in July and look much smarter. Various minor 

repairs to the trim trail were carried out at the same time.
 A reminder of the free resident Defibrillator/First Aid training which has been 

arranged for Saturday 5th October from 9.30-11.00 am at the Village Hall.
 ECT has erected a small sign on one of the pillars at the entrance to Snake drive to 

advise of no vehicles beyond this point. 
 The footpath leaflet has been printed and is being well received locally, a leaflet 

stand has been sourced to display the leaflets in the telephone box.
 A thorough inspection of the minutes held at Gloucester Archives has taken place 

and no mention can be found of any large donations to the Parish Council as had 
been suggested by a previous resident. It is likely that there may have been 
confusion over historic donations to the Village Institute rather than QPC.

 GAPTC has sent revised Model Financial Regulations, I will review these and report 
back at the November meeting.

 The kerb edge to the green has been successful in deterring cars from being parked 
on the grass. The fair has been advised to avoid driving over the kerb.

 The External Audit has been returned and confirmation has been given that the 
2018/2019 accounts have been prepared in accordance with Proper Practices. One 
amendment is needed in Section 2 as the Council Tax Support grant should have 
been recorded in Box 3 rather than Box 2. The figure in Box 2 should read £18,844 
and Box 3 should read £7,766. The information now needs to be published on the 
website by 30th September.

9. Finance: 
9.1 To review and accept the September 2019 accounts: The accounts were approved. 
9. 2 To review quotes for tree work: It was agreed to go ahead with work to the horse 
chestnut in the cemetery and to the trees in verge at the junction of Church Road and 
Victoria Road (Cost £170). It was also agreed to cut back the conifers in the corner of the 
cemetery.
9.3To agree purchase of ‘No Through Road’ sign for entrance to Snake Drive: It was 

agreed to purchase a no through road sign and post at a total cost of £60.00.
9.4To discuss ideas for use of donation from Quenington Sculpture Trust: QPC has 

received a generous donation from the proceeds of the 2019 Fresh air show. It was 
agreed that a piece of artwork on the green would be a suitable use of the donation and 
options will be looked into.

10. Report on meeting at Xylem on 3rd September: A meeting has been held with the 
Site Lead at Xylem to discuss issues presented by residents at the June meeting, it was a 
useful meeting and has opened up a good channel of communication.

 The main issue of fan noise has already been resolved by xylem.
 The H&S executive is carrying out a review on the request to change reversing 

bleepers to buzzers so this is an ongoing investigation. 
 Xylem keep to all safety regulations with regard to chemicals and materials and are 

not sure what the concern about fumes relates to.



015 19/20

 The gravel car park has been tarmacked so this issue has also been resolved.
 The use of translucent glass is being looked at for the smoking shelter.
 The increase in Saturday morning working is down to routine overtime, it will be a 

variable matter depending on workload.
 Xylem employees have been contacted about not speeding through the village and 

the Site Lead has asked to be contacted if it becomes a problem again.
 Xylem advised of two upcoming matters – investigations into blocked drains are 

being carried out and at the end of September and some large pumps are to be 
tested outside as they are too big to be tested indoors. This will cause some noise 
but will be temporar; an alternative site away from Quenington is being looked at for 
future testing.

11. Review of Playground Annual Inspection: All issues raised are classed as Low or 
Very Low risk and some of the work has already been carried out since the inspection took 
place: basketball boards and trim trail repairs. Replacement of goal posts is being 
organised by the Bulldogs – these were rated as the highest risk item (though still low risk). 
The No Dogs sign was replaced in August
The small stile over fence has been highlighted as being unsafe and Mike Scott will remove 
this. Quotes are to be obtained for minor repair work listed and some cutting back of trees 
needs to be arranged.
The slide and roundabout are the two items that will need replacing/refurbishing first and 
this needs to be included in future budget planning. A lot of equipment also needs a clean.

12. To approve Winter Action Plan: Following a few minor amendments, the Winter 
Action Plan was approved though appendix 2 may need to be updated when GCC sends 
through its latest information on Snow Warden and Snow Plough Operator responsibilities. 
The Winter Action Plan is not a public document as it contains personal information but is a 
record for the Parish Council and County Highways to use, it will be reviewed annually.

13. Feedback from meeting with Fairford Community Voice: Fairford Community Voice 
(FCV) is a separate group to Fairford Town Council and was set up a few years ago as an 
amalgamation of various groups: Fairford Preservation Society, Fairford Planning Watch 
and Fairford Environmental Society. FCV has registered Fairford as a ‘Walkers Are 
Welcome’ town, which is a national organisation that promotes walking.

FCV is putting together a walking app for the local area and need about 25 walks to make 
this feasible; they currently has 10 walks and would like permission from QPC to use the 
info on the Quenington River Walks leaflet to add to the app. It was agreed that the three 
walks could be added to the walking app and QPC would be willing to promote the app in 
the future.

As a separate project FCV are going to produce their own leaflet of 3 circular walks from 
Fairford and would like to use a format similar to the Quenington River Walks leaflet. It was 
agreed that the format could be copied to suit their needs.

14. Speeding: A resident has sent a comprehensive email regarding possible options for 
speed reduction in Quenington, the various options were reviewed but as any work would 
need permission from Highways, it was decided that there first needs to be a discussion 
with the Local Highways Manager for their views. Relevant speeding data will be collected 
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in advance of meeting with Highways, QPC was not aware of any accidents that would 
support the request for speed calming measures. The Police also need to be on board and 
involved in reducing speed limits by issuing warnings, fines etc Support from schools would 
also help in educating drivers on the ‘school run’.

15. Cemetery: 
15.1 To approve final draft of Cemetery Extension Regulations: These were approved 
following a minor change to the Grant of Rights to Erect a Memorial.
To agree action re unstable memorial: Following the memorial inspection in November 
2018, effort has been made to locate relatives responsible for memorials that are currently 
unstable. Some memorials have subsequently been repaired and relatives have been in 
contact regarding others to say that they will arrange repairs. 

There are 5 unstable memorials in the cemetery that are more than 70 years old and it is 
highly unlikely that a relative is going to be found. It was agreed that QPC would fund the 
repairs of these memorials (quoted at approx £50 each) for the following reasons:

 They are over 70 years in age
 No family can be found (adverts have been out for 10 months) and are unlikely to be 

found due to age of memorial
 H&S reasons - 3 are very tall and so of greater risk of causing harm, 2 are smaller 

but very unstable
 Repair costs are not unduly expensive 

Funding would be from income raised through the cemetery fees. This is a one off event 
due to the reasons stated above as QPC is not responsible for the maintenance of 
memorials, this responsibility falls on relatives of the deceased.

That leaves 3 other headstones that no relatives have been located for – these will be 
inspected again to determine their risk.

16. Training: It was agreed that the Clerk should attend the Memorial Management 
Inspection training by ICCM at Corsham, Wiltshire on 25th October at a cost of £135

17. Open discussion: No further matters were raised.

18. Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 14th November 2019

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 10.20pm.  

_____________________Chairman _____________________Date



ACTIONS: 
The following actions were identified in the meeting. These do not form part of the 
minutes of the meeting and are only included here as a reminder of actions arising in the 
meeting. Related sub-sections from the meeting minutes, the action and the responsible 
councillor(s) are shown below:

Sub-section Action Responsibility
2.0 Advertise People For You in CHEQS PI
9.4 Contact local blacksmith re sculpture MScott
11.0 Remove stile in playground 

Obtain quotes for crown lifting trees
Obtain quotes for minor repairs

MScott
PI
PI

12.0 Winter Action Plan to be sent to 
GCC
Locate blue barrels on roadside

PI

MScott
14.0 Collect speed data and arrange 

meeting with Local Highways 
Manager

PI

15.0 Inspect 3 memorials where no 
relatives have been located

PI/MW


