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QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

AT 8PM ON 14th MAY 2020 VIA ZOOM (Due to Coronavirus Pandemic)

Present: Cllr Michael Scott (Chairman), Cllr John Dooley, Cllr Janet Sallis, Cllr Michael 
Sayer, Cllr Don Downes, Cllr Mitchell Watkins, Cllr Ray Theodoulou (part)

In attendance: Penny Ibbotson (Clerk)

1. Apologies for absence: All present.

2. Open discussion: No items raised.

3. Declaration of Interest on Items on the agenda: No items were declared.

4. To receive report from County & District Cllr Ray Theodoulou: 
 GCC has two thirds of staff working from home during the lockdown and virtual 

meetings have taken place.
 CDC is in the process of organising virtual meetings.
 Regular updates from both GCC and CDC are being received by Quenington Parish 

Council.
 There was an issue with access to PPE at Hyperion House Care Home in Fairford 

which Cllr Theodoulou was able to resolve by organising a delivery from GCC, which 
has a good store of PPE equipment for the NHS and Care Homes. If anyone is 
aware of any facility with shortages then please contact Cllr Theodoulou.

 Many GCC services have been under pressure during the lockdown, particularly 
Children and Adult Services. Ofsted has seconded 3 people to GCC to help with 
Children’s Services.

 Both GCC and CDC have received grants from the Government to help with running 
services during the pandemic. CDC is short of revenue due to there being no income 
from parking, leisure centres etc. There are reserves available but some of the 
planned projects will need to be shelved including the new multi storey car park in 
Cirencester.

 The Household Recycling Centre at Foss Cross will be open again from Monday 18th 
May but a slot needs to be pre booked to allow for safer working.

 The road through Quenington is to be resurfaced at some point between June and 
September.

 There are many volunteers helping other residents with delivering food, medical 
supplies etc - many thanks to these people and their work should be recognised in 
due course.

It was agreed by all to bring forward the planning item.

7. Planning: 
7.1To consider the following applications: 
20/01199/FUL Fit 4 velux roof lights at the Village Institute, Church Rd, Quenington
NO OBJECTION 
20/01475/TPO Works to trees (3 pruning and removal of 1 dead tree) at Windrush, 
Honeycombe leaze, Quenington 
NO OBJECTION
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7.2 To receive the May 2020 Planning Report: Two permits have been received for 
19/04712/FUL Proposed openings and extension at Simpsons Barn, Honeycombe Leaze 
(revised design) and 20/00687/FUL Erection of outbuilding at Old School House, 
Quenington.

Cllr Theodoulou left the meeting

5. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting dated 12th March 2020 were agreed to be a true 
and accurate record of the proceedings, the Chairman will sign a copy and return to the 
Clerk.

Actions from the previous meeting were reviewed: 
 There hasn’t been progress with the goal posts (the playground is currently closed) – 

the Bulldogs will be contacted to discuss
 Discussion has taken place with the resident re the bench and this should be ordered 

soon.
 The work to the sheep sculpture is ongoing. 
 The leaflets were printed but distribution is limited under the lockdown situation.

6. AGM Matters
6.1 Minutes: The minutes of the meeting dated 9th May 2019 were agreed to be a true and 
accurate record of the proceedings, the Chairman will sign a copy and return to the Clerk.
6.2 Policy documents and Asset list: There are no proposed changes to the policy 
documents approved at the 2019 AGM.
6.3 Insurance: QPC is currently in a 3 year agreement with Zurich, the premium this year is 
£826.96. The schedule had been emailed to the Council prior to the meeting and all was 
considered to be correct. The sheep sculpture will need to be added to the policy in due 
course.

7. Clerk’s Report
 Following the Government announcement on 23rd March regarding Covid-19, the 
    playground has been locked until further notice.
 In response to the lockdown, an Emergency Support Group and FaceBook page 

were quickly set up to help residents and have been running smoothly; many thanks 
to Margaret Stranks, Caroline McShane and Dominic Morris for their involvement in 
this. A separate report from the Support Group was shared which listed the variety of 
help that had been given to residents. No financial assistance is needed for the 
support group at the moment but it would be useful for someone to co-ordinate the 
various grants available to local businesses to help them through this difficult time.

 Government Regulations were amended in response to the Covid-19 pandemic 
meaning the requirement to hold an Annual Parish Meeting between April and June 
2020 was lifted; the meeting due to be held on 23rd April was therefore cancelled. 
There is also no requirement to hold an AGM in 2020 either.

 The Spring Clean took place on 21st March and at least 20 volunteers turned up 
which was great to see. The village and approach roads were cleared of litter and 
some of the playground equipment was given a good clean too.

 No request for an election to fill the vacancy left by Anne Willis was received so the 
vacancy can be filled by co-option. One resident has expressed an interest but would 



like to wait until the lockdown restrictions have been lifted before being involved, she 
will be invited to the July meeting.
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 Residents had raised concerns about the state of the wall supporting the raised 
pavement along Victoria Road, Highways will be repairing this in May.

 Highways has also advised that the long awaited resurfacing work along Fairford 
Road and Springfield Road will be carried out some time between June and 
September.

 A test on the Village Emergency Telephone System was carried out on 23rd April 
and all was working well.

 The internal audit had been due to take place at the end of March but was cancelled 
due to the lockdown. The audit process was carried out electronically instead via 
email and zoom; the report was received this week. There are just a few minor 
items to action.

 There has been an extension to the external audit deadlines and the forms now 
need to be sent back by the 31st July; this means that the paperwork will be able to 
be considered and approved at the July meeting.

 The tree wardens from Quenington, Coln and Hatherop met recently to discuss use 
of funding from CPRE for new tree planting, I am waiting for feedback on this.

9. Finance: 
9.1To review and accept the end of March 2020 accounts: The income and expenditure 

was approved (see separate report). There was a balance of £12,330.11 in the current 
account and £12,631.78 in the savings account on 31stMarch 2020.

9.219/20 Budget Review: £15,818.27 of the £19,000 budget has been spent, the balance 
joins the unallocated funds held in the current account. There is now approx. a total of 
£6,000 of unallocated income in the current account so a decision is needed on the use 
of these funds – the playground is one possible project. It was suggested that there 
could be an Emergency Fund developed in case of future crisis situations. There will be 
a more thorough discussion at the next meeting.

9.3To review and accept the May 2020 accounts: The income and expenditure was 
approved (see separate report).

9.4Allocation to Churchyard grass cutting: It had been agreed last year to allocate £600 
per year towards the cost of cutting the grass in the Churchyard (50% of the cost). It 
was confirmed that this expenditure would continue. The Clerk is to check that this 
money will stay in Quenington and not go to the Diocese in general.

10.0 To discuss grass cutting on the green to allow areas for wildlife: A resident has 
prepared a thorough report on the potential of changing the current grass cutting regime on 
the Green and other grass areas in the village to encourage more wildlife. The suggestion 
is to allow the edges of the Green and under the trees to have reduced mowing to 
encourage more wildflowers to grow. There are similar proposals for the playing field and 
verge at the junction of Church Road and Victoria Road.

As Quenington is surrounded by fields that are full of meadow flowers and local farmers are 
also very encouraging of wildlife it was felt that there is plenty of opportunity for wildlife in 
the local area and there isn’t a need to fully adopt the suggested grass cutting scheme for 
the Green. Also the current smart appearance of the Green due to regular cutting is often 
admired and also allows for easier use for local events. It was agreed though that there 
could be some changes introduced to increase the wildlife value of some areas such as 



having a wildflower strip in front of the hedge alongside Greenview and along part of the 
verge adjacent to the bus stop.
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Similarly with the playground, which is surrounded by meadowland it was felt that there is 
not a need to reduce the mowing in this area. As an alternative, it was suggested that 
wildflowers could be encouraged/planted along Snake Drive as this is a popular walking 
route; this would need to be raised with the Ernest Cook Trust who own and manage the 
land.

It was considered that the bank at the junction of Church Road and Victoria Road was a 
suitable location to reduce mowing and encourage wildflowers and this will be investigated 
further.

The next stage is to look at the plans in more detail and discuss options with the grass 
cutting contractor. A change in the grass cutting schedule wouldn’t start until next year due 
to the time of year; this would also allow time to confirm plans and advise residents of the 
reasons for the change.

11.0 Open discussion 
 Don and Mike Sayer attended a free online Planning Training event recently but 

there were many technical issues and the content was poor. 
 Progress is being made on the Community Wellbeing Project with the aim to provide 

a one stop co-ordinated service for the community. A funding framework is being put 
together along with terms of reference and an action plan.

 Bulb planting under the trees in the cemetery extension was suggested and this will 
be considered in more detail at the next meeting.

12.0 Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 9th July 2020 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.20pm.  

_____________________Chairman _____________________Date



May 2020 accounts
Bank balances as at 8th May 2020

Savings...........£12,632.32

Current............£25,824.92

Business saving account

Playground                   2,785.77
Cemetery Wall         3,388.00
General Reserves                 6,000.00
Total                                       12,173.77

Net Balance available              £458.55

Current  account
     
31st March 2020 Spreadsheet balance       £11,320.47 

Income
Moaby funeral R11 P32 £220.00
Precept part 1       £14,250.00
VAT Claim £716.19
Carter Reservation R12 P21 £240.00
Total              £15,426.19

                          
Expenditure (Notes in italics refer to minute when item approved)
1105 Marston Hill April grass cut (Nov 2019 Item 9.3)  £921.74

Total           £921.74

May Spreadsheet Balance          £25,824.92

Total agrees with bank statement


