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QUENINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

AT 7.30PM ON 11th MARCH 2021 VIA ZOOM (Due to Coronavirus Pandemic)

Present: Cllr Michael Scott (Chairman), Cllr Michael Sayer, Cllr Don Downes, Cllr Mitchell 
Watkins, Cllr Jan Sallis & Cllr Ray Theodoulou.

In attendance: Penny Ibbotson (Clerk)

1. Apologies for absence: Cllr Cllr John Dooley

2. Open discussion: A request has been made to use the Green for pilates sessions whilst 
indoor classes are not possible; it was agreed to allow this to happen but parking on the 
grass is to be discouraged.

3. Declaration of Interest on Items on the agenda: Mitch declared a personal interest in 
application 21/00284/CLEUD and Mike Sayer declared a personal interest in application 
21/00839/TCONR. They did not take part in the discussions or decision.

4. To consider co-option of Ben Rambaut to Quenington Parish Council: Ben has lived 
in Quenington for 30 years and has a financial background turning around car dealerships. 
He is now semi retired and so would like to be more involved in the local community. Mitch 
proposed that Ben was co-opted onto Quenington Parish Council and Don seconded. All 
were in favour.

5. To receive report from County & District Cllr Ray Theodoulou:
County Council: The County Council is about to enter Purdah due to the elections in May. 
Balanced books are forecast for the end of the year, this is mainly due to Government 
grants to cope with the pandemic. There are still increasing numbers of children going into 
care and there is a problem of a high staff turnover in social services.
District Council: The District Council is hoping to have balanced books at the end of the 
year, again helped with Government grants. There is a meeting next week to discuss 
financial support for leisure centres and to plan spending on housing. 

There are problems brewing regarding Planning Services as the trend has been to decide 
the majority of applications by officer decision rather than committee, even when referral to 
committee is requested by District Councillors. This means contentious applications are not 
given the chance to be discussed in a public forum.

Ray Theodoulou left the meeting

6. Planning
6.1 To consider the following applications: 
201/00284/CLEUD Certificate of Existing Lawful Use of land as residential curtilage at 
Stonyfell, Fowler’s Hill Quenington
NO OBJECTIONS

Application for Ice Cream Street Trading Licence
NO OBJECTIONS

21/00839/TCONR fell ash with ash die back at Mayfield House, Mawley Road, Quenington
NO OBJECTIONS
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6.2 To receive March 2021 Planning Report: The report was reviewed (see attached).

7. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 14th January 2021 were agreed to be a true 
and accurate record of the proceedings; the Chairman will sign a copy of the minutes and 
return them to the Clerk. 
Mike Scott has chased the blacksmith about the sheep sculptures but has not heard back.

8. Clerk’s Report
 After a lot of hard work and persistence from Bob Passmore, there has been some 

progress with the AutoSpeedWatch project. A National policy is currently being 
prepared and a plan for Parish Councils to be able to deploy auto speed watch 
cameras; it is hoped to be able to purchase at least one camera in the near future. 

 A new stile has been fitted in the playground; the broken fence should be repaired 
shortly and the old stile removed. Mitch and Don offered to help Jan fix the bird 
barrier on the swings.

 Further pump testing was carried out at xylem recently, due to different equipment 
being used the noise levels were greatly reduced and did not impact on neighbours.

 The request for a street sign for 5-6 The Green has been submitted to CDC.
 The Government regulations that allow remote meetings comes to an end on 7th May 

2021; they may be extended but if not, the next meeting (13th May) will need to be in 
the village hall. There is currently no advice regarding holding Annual Parish 
Meetings during the current pandemic; the usual requirement is for this meeting to 
be held by 1st June so it was agreed to pencil in a date of Monday 24th May.

 The Commonwealth War Graves Commission has been contacted about signage for 
the cemetery and further information is being sent out.

 The owner of the Grandage has advised that he will arrange for the fallen pine trees 
to be cut up and removed when the ground dries out. He will also arrange for the 
remaining pines to be checked for stability.

 There has been very little interest from businesses to advertise on the village 
website; it was agreed that a second request would be put on facebook and if there 
is a poor response, the page would be removed from the website.

 The internal audit is currently being carried out remotely by GAPTC.

9. Finance  
9.1To review and accept the March 2021 accounts: The accounts and bank 
reconciliation to 5th March 2021 were reviewed and accepted (report attached).
9.2 To confirm acceptance of quote for new laptop for the clerk: It was agreed to go 
ahead with the purchase of a new laptop at a cost of £718.80 including support and a new 
Microsoft licence at a cost of £250.00.
9.3 To consider membership of GAPTC for 21/22: It was agreed to continue membership 
of the Glos Association of Parish & Town Councils at a cost of £150.06 as it is a useful 
support service.
9.4 To consider purchasing a dog waste bin for footpath adjacent to Coneygar 
Cottages: A request has been made for a dog waste bin near Coneygar Cottages as there 
is a problem of waste bags being left by the roadside. The cost to supply and fit is £210, the 
clerk is waiting for confirmation that Ubico will empty a bin at that location. It was agreed to 
go ahead with the new bin if emptying was agreed.
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10. To agree next stage with proposal to reduce grass cutting in some areas and 
possible wildflower planting: Jan and Penny will meet with the grass cutting contractor to 
confirm the areas to be left uncut until late summer to encourage wildflowers and wildlife; 
the areas will be in front of the hedge by Greenview, along the verge by the bus shelter and 
the verge at the junction of Church Road and Victoria Road. These areas will still have a 
mown edge to keep a tidy appearance. Catherine Zoraida is keen to be involved and it was 
agreed that she would be contacted to discuss the possibility of wild flower planting/turf in 
the Church Road/Victoria Road verge. The reduced mowing would be trialled for 2 years to 
assess the impact – this trial ties in with the current grass cutting contract.
Quotes for bulb planting in the autumn will be obtained.

11. To review Tree Health report for the Green and playground: The tree health report 
was reviewed and as there is sufficient money left in the budget, it was agreed to go ahead 
with all the proposed maintenance work, which has approval from CDC. One of the silver 
birches needs to be felled for safety reasons.
A nearby resident has offered to pay for three trees to go in the large triangle of grass by 
the village hall. This was agreed in principle but further details are needed and permission 
would also need to be gained from Ernest Cook Trust, who own the land. It might be 
preferable to plant one larger tree in the middle as there is a pipe running under the grass 
and there would be less damage to roots if cars continued to park on the grass.
It was agreed at the last meeting to plant a Jubilee tree in the autumn and a location for this 
needs to be agreed – perhaps near the birch that is to be felled.

12. To review 2021 risk assessments for the Green, playground, cemetery, bus 
shelters, phone box, contractors: The risk assessments were all approved.

13. To agree a date for the village Spring Clean 2021 and discuss issues with litter 
particularly on approach roads to the village: There is currently a volunteer regularly 
litter picking and it is shocking how quickly the litter builds up again, particularly along the 
roadsides. This is a National problem and it is difficult to know how to prevent this.
It was agreed to hold a village Spring Clean on Saturday 17th April at 10 am meeting 
outside the village hall.

14. Open discussion: 
 The dead deer at the roadside was reported to CDC but has not been collected.
 A car parked for some time on Mawley Road without tax and MOT has been 

reported but no action taken to date.
 Following reports of increased litter in the bus shelter, this area has been monitored 

and there is concern that it seems to be used as a meeting place at night.
 The degradation of the road at the bottom of Fowler’s Hill has been reported to 

Highways and chased recently as no action has been taken.
 There is a website available to report pot holes, which seems to have a good 

response rate.
 The kerb stones at Chapel Corner have been repaired recently.

15. Date of Next Meeting: Thursday 13th May 2021 7.30pm start – this is also the AGM

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15pm. 
 
_____________________Chairman _____________________Date



March 2021 accounts
Bank balances as at 5th March 2021

Savings...........£20,255.34

Current............£8,715.82

Business saving account

Playground                   £5,785.77 
(£1,550 to be transferred to current account)

Cemetery Wall/Maintenance   £6,508.00
General Reserves                £6,000.00
Emergencies Fund £1,500.00
Total                                       £19,793.77

Net Balance available              £461.57

Current  account
       
Jan 2021 Spreadsheet balance              £8,075.26

Income
VAT Claim £1,877.77
Barham Burial R11 P21    £250.00
Swan Burial R9 P35    £260.00
Total                    £2,387.77

                          
Expenditure (Notes in italics refer to minute when item approved)
BACS8 Penny Ibbotson Dec salary (Nov 2012 Item 5) £240.30
BACS9 HMRC Income Tax   £60.00
BACS10 Penny Ibbotson Jan salary (Nov 2012 Item 5) £217.23
BACS11 HMRC Income Tax   £54.20
BACS12 GAPTC Planning Training (email approval Jan 21)             £70.00
BACS13 AJ Arborists (Oct 2020 Item 7) £408.00
BACS14 Martyn Adams- cemetery maintenance and playground stile
(Sept 2020 Item 10.3) £300.00
BACS15 Community Heartbeat Trust VETS £120.00
BACS16 Penny Ibbotson Feb salary (Nov 2012 Item 5) £212.45
BACS17 HMRC Income Tax   £53.20
BACS18 Penny Ibbotson – office supplies   £11.83

Total        £1,747.21

March Spreadsheet Balance       £8,715.82
             

Total agrees with bank statement 



MARCH 2021 PLANNING REPORT

Erection of a 4 bed dwelling with associated access and parking at Land South of 
Riverside Victoria Road Quenington
20/04069/FUL
Status: Permitted

Various tree works at Riverside, Victoria Road, Quenington
20/04623/TCONR
Status: No objections

New dormer to side elevation, two single storey side extensions and alterations at 
Wisteria Cottage, The Green, Quenington
21/00051/FUL
Status: Permitted

Proposed removal of garage door and replace with window at 2 Woodside, Coneygar 
Road, Quenington
20/04184/FUL
Status: Permitted

Erection of garage at Hollyhock Cottage, Welsh Way, Honeycombe Leaze
20/04277/FUL
Status: Permitted

Fell beech with basal damage at 2 Grandage Cottage, Fowler’s Hill, Quenington
21/00658/TCONR
Status: awaiting decision

Various tree works at the Green, Quenington (QPC Application)
21/00645/TCONR
NO OBJECTIONS

https://publicaccess.cotswold.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=QGAPURFIKJC00&activeTab=summary

