
MINUTES FROM THE ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING HELD ON  
MONDAY 24TH MAY AT QUENINGTON VILLAGE HALL. 

 
Present: Cllr Mike Scott (Chair), Cllr Don Downes, Cllr Mike Sayer, Cllr Jan Sallis, 
Cllr John Dooley, Cllr Ben Rambaut, Penny Ibbotson (Clerk) and 1 member of public. 
 
1. Apologies: Mitch Watkins 

2. Report from Quenington Parish Council: It has been an unusual year to say the 

least but there has still been a lot of activity within Quenington Parish Council. The 

Parish Council had to switch to virtual meetings from May 2020 to March 2021 and 

finally had our first face to face meeting on 13th May 2021. It was a steep learning 

curve for everyone but it enabled Parish Council business to continue.  

We welcome Ben Rambaut to the Parish Council, he replaces Kay Geoghegan who 

joined the Parish Council in July but had to stand down due to pressures of work. 

The pandemic and subsequent lockdowns caused a huge impact on everyone’s lives 

and the Parish Council thanks Margaret Stranks for coming forward to organise the 

volunteer group that was formed to help the more vulnerable residents of the village. 

Thanks also to Caroline McShane for setting up a Quenington FaceBook page so 

information regarding the pandemic could be shared quickly; the FaceBook page is 

continuing to be useful for sharing more general information too. 

A new village website was developed in 2020, this was a joint project with 

Quenington Village Hall Committee as the company hosting both the previous Parish 

Council and Village Hall websites closed down with little warning. Three quotes were 

sought and local company Bulldog Websites were appointed to develop the new 

website, which contains lots of useful information for both residents and visitors to 

Quenington. If you haven’t already visited the site it is on 

www.queningtonvillage.co.uk  

Unfortunately, one of the benches on the Green was stolen during the summer but 

this has now been replaced with a memorial bench for Bryan Goddard, a long 

standing Quenington resident who sadly passed away in 2016. One of the picnic 

benches in the playground was also replaced this year as the previous one was 

starting to deteriorate. The popular roundabout in the playground received a 

makeover and it is good to see it back in action again. New goal posts were installed 

in the summer with thanks to Quenington Bulldogs for arranging this and the new 

astroturf that was laid the previous. Much of the playground equipment is reaching 

the end of its lifespan so the Parish Council is starting to build up funds to enable 

new equipment to be installed in a few years time.  

Speeding is a national problem and is often in evidence in Quenington. The small 

Community Speedwatch team worked hard to collect data of incidents in the village 

but unfortunately there hasn’t been any obvious reductions in speeds. Resident Bob 

Passmore has worked incredibly hard over the last year to try and resolve the 

problem by investigating potential solutions. An automated speedwatch system 

seems to be the best option and Quenington Parish Council has allocated money in 

the budget towards this project. Automated speedwatch systems record the vehicle 

http://www.queningtonvillage.co.uk/


number plate, time and date providing the police with information in which to contact 

the owner of the vehicle. There are different automated speedwatch systems 

available and AutoSpeedWatch appears to be a cost effective solution. There was a 

lot of red tape to get permission to use the system with respect to data protection but 

the Surveillance Camera Commissioner has now given approval. The next step is 

gain permission from Gloucestershire County Council and Bob is currently working 

on this with the support of Dom Morris and Chris Nelson who have both very recently 

been elected as our local County Councillor and as Police & Crime Commissioner 

respectively. 

The old telephone kiosk is being well used as a book exchange and thanks to Fiona 

Mann for keeping it looking neat and tidy. 

The previous Quenington Tree Warden moved away from the village and Tani 

Phillips has kindly stepped forward to take on this role. The majority of planning 

applications this year have been regarding trees, though there have been approx. 10 

applications related to building works in the village. 

All the trees in the playground and on the Green were inspected for safety and to 

assess maintenance requirements. Unfortunately one silver birch was found to be 

dying and dangerous so has now been removed and the maintenance work to the 

other trees was carried out in May.  

Following a suggestion to increase the ecological diversity of the village, a slight 
change in the grass cutting regime is being trialled. Three areas of grass are to be 
allowed to grow longer to encourage wildflowers and insects; these will then be cut 
back at the end of the summer to maintain a tidy appearance. Bulb planting is also 
planned later in the year. These wildflower strips are located in front of the hedge 
bordering Greenview, in front of the hedge by the bus stop on the Green and in the 
verge at the junction of Victoria and Church Road. As these areas develop, we would 
be interested in the views of residents. 
 
A Spring Clean was carried out in April this year, a little later than usual as resident 

Laura had kindly offered to carry out weekly litter picks for her Duke of Edinburgh 

volunteering project. Laura carried out weekly litter picks from January to March and 

made a significant difference to the amount of litter in the area. The approach roads 

are the worst locations for litter and sadly this built up again in between each litter 

pick; the rubbish being thrown out of people’s cars. This is a national issue that is 

difficult to address. 

There have been a lot of people to thank in this report and it is good to know that the 

community spirit is very much in force in the village and Quenington Parish Council 

is here to help facilitate such actions. 

3. Public Questions:  

• Concern was raised about the untidy appearance of the verge at the bottom of 

Church Road; it was explained that there was a trial to reduce grass cutting in 

this area for the benefit of wildlife. A resident has offered to sponsor a trial of 



wildflower turf in this verge and it was agreed that this could go ahead, 

especially if the more vigorous weeds were then controlled. 

• A resident has suggested letting the hedge in front of the Greenview car park 

grow higher to screen the cars behind but it was agreed that the hedge is 

already high enough for this purpose. 

• Bob Passmore has reported that County Cllr Dom Morris is in discussions 

with Gloucestershire County Council to try and move the auto speedwatch  

project forward. Dom has also suggested having a representative from each 

parish council to work together on this project. Ben Rambaut volunteered to 

be the QPC representative. 

• There was a complaint about speeding traffic from cars going into xylem in the 

morning – this will be fed back to xylem. It was suggested that the two local 

schools are also contacted as speeding is also seen during the school run. 

• Further speeding concerns have been raised by Honeycombe Leaze 

residents and they have asked for support in reducing the current speed limit 

form 40 mph to 30mph and for a permanent smiley face sign to be installed in 

the hamlet. QPC was fully supportive of an application to reduce the speed 

limit and suggested that when the new auto speedwatch camera was 

installed, the smiley face sign could be permanently located in Honeycombe 

Leaze. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8pm. 

 

 

_________________Chairman 

 

_________________Date 

 


